Jordan Israel Collaboration in Disaster Preparedness and Management 

The nations of the Middle East Region inevitably share medical emergency concerns regarding natural catastrophes, endemic and epidemic disease outbreaks, consequences of man-made disasters and accidents as well as the consequences of the ensuing political conflict. The State of Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan share a border of 238 kilometers with three crossings. 
As history has demonstrated, earthquakes, floods, pandemic disease outbreaks or terrorist attacks respect no borders or nationalities. The 2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake killing more than 225,000 people in eleven countries is the ultimate example of the potential scope and far-reaching effects of a single event.  Furthermore, efforts to cope with events occurring within a nation's borders may be aided by its neighbors as demonstrated in many parts of the world.
The responsibility for responding to such events, whether the cause is natural or man-made, lies with the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) of each respective country; the ultimate shared goal is the reduction of premature death and disability from acute illness and injury. The different EMS system of each nation, varies with respect to the governing body from which it derives its mission, its infrastructural framework may include paid or voluntary ambulance services or both, as well as the educational, certification and licensure requirements of its human resources. 
In Israel, Magen David Adom (MDA) is responsible for providing EMS, national blood bank services and most recently humanitarian activities. The Jordanian EMS system is part of the Jordanian Office of Civil Defense and part of a civil defense system including EMS, fire safety and police. At present, the EMS systems of Israel and Jordan have limited specific collaborative activities and are very different with regard to their capacities, infrastructures, operational policies and educational programs for professional personnel in the area of emergency medicine. 
The Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in cooperation with the Jordanian Red Crescent (JRC) have initiated a project directed to create a platform for regional cooperation between the emergency medicine systems of Jordan and Israel, including training students from Jordan in emergency medicine, that will contribute towards coordination in responding to emergencies and operating emergency medical services.
Objectives of the project
· To achieve comparability and compatibility of the Jordanian and Israeli EMS systems in terms of theoretical knowledge and practical skills 

· To establish and support Development and Strategy Forums of key stakeholders who will explore ways of creating and sustaining an integrated EMS system. 
· To share knowledge and expertise currently utilized in each country concerning EMS service delivery, policies and protocols for handling multi-casualty medical emergency events.  

· To give response to legal and procedural problems which limit or prevent full collaboration in the case of major emergencies.

· To design joint drills that will promote cooperation between management and field agencies in responding to an emergency or a disaster.
· To generate a collective knowledge that is richer than what is currently available to either group as an individual, which will lead to improved cooperation, coordination and integration. 

Main activities

· Establishment of Development and Strategy Forums (DSFs) consisting of key Jordanian and Israeli EMS stakeholders.

· Creation of a framework for an integrated EMS system that will provide a coordinated response to mutual medical emergency threats.

· Establishment of a three-year Academic Emergency Medicine training program for students from Jordan, as a first step towards increasing Jordanian capacity to take part in the proposed system.
Expected outcomes:

The expected results will include: improved communication and cooperation among the key EMS stakeholders in Jordan and Israel responsible for guaranteeing a coordinated response in case of a realized emergency medical threat; development and implementation of an integrated EMS system; development of Best Practices Guidelines in the areas of training and education of EMS personnel to enable a coordinated response to emergencies; establishment of durable links and long-term collaborations between the partners and representatives of the policy and academic organizations including the development of a designated internet site; training 18 students from Jordan in the Ben-Gurion University towards a Bachelor's degree in Emergency Medicine; and assistance to Jordan in development of an academic program to train personnel in Emergency Medicine. 
Involved parties
The initiators of the project are the Ben-Gurion University in the Negev and the Jordanian Red Crescent. Nevertheless, numerous relevant agencies from Jordan and Israel partner and are involved in the project including the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Health, the Jordanian Department of Civil Defense, Magen David Adom, the Jordanian Ambulance Services, NGOs, the European Union and additional agencies.
The project is funded by the assistance of several bodies including the European Commission that allocated funds under the framework of Partnership for Peace, the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and private donations. The integration of all relevant bodies is most significant to the success of the program and the promotion of regional cooperation and coordination in response to emergencies.
Conclusion:

The initiative of the Ben-Gurion University and the Jordanian Red Crescent towards creation of an Israeli - Jordanian cooperation in operating emergency medicine systems is significant to strengthening and promoting public health in the region.
